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COMING EVENTS 
 

•Friday, April 28, 7:30 p.m., Cobourg Library: Feature presentation by photographer, Daphne Svenningson, 

Wildlife of Our Area. Slide show of local wildlife. Pictures taken mainly in Bewdley, Port Hope and along the 

Port Hope Waterfront Trail. 

•Saturday, May 6, 9:30 a.m.- 12 noon: Opening of Peter’s Woods. Contact Russ Lake, 372-3636 for more 

information and to arrange car pooling. 
 

Thursdays in May - Evening Walks, 7 - 8 or 8:30 p.m. 

•May 4 - Port Hope Waterfront Trail – East Pier to Gages Creek. Meet at parking lot by Rainbow Cafe/East 

Beach at the foot of Mill Street South. 

•May 11 - Laurie Lawson Outdoor Ed. Centre, 8000 Telephone Rd., on the north side between Theatre Rd. 

and Burnham St. Meet at parking lot on Telephone Rd. 

•May 18 - Candlewick Woods, Port Britain. Meet at ValuMart/Home Hardware parking lots, Toronto Rd., 

Port Hope 

•May 25 - Cobourg Harbour - Birds & Botany, led by Clive Goodwin. Meet at Cobourg Yacht Club. 

Coming Events continued on page 2 

THE WILLOW BEACH FIELD NATURALISTS 
Past Pres. Terry Stopps ....................................... 372-1028 ...................................................... stopps@eagle.ca 

President Bob Short ........................................... 885-1420 ...........................................mb.short@sympatico.ca 

1st Vice-pres. Rod Lee .............................................. 885-1161 .................................................... simkev@nhb.com 

2nd Vice-pres. Carole Payne ...................................... 885-6135 

Secretary Mary Lou Adams ............................... 373-6083 .................................................. adamsml@eagle.ca 

Treasurer Janette Johnston ................................. 373-1432 ........................................................ jjohn@eagle.ca 
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Curlew Ed. Norma Wallace .................................. 885-5552 

 Elizabeth Kellogg............................... 885-9615 .......................................................... ekrf@eagle.ca 
 

The editor is most grateful to those who have contributed to this issue of the Curlew. Copy for the May issue 

should be received by April 30, 2000.  Rare or interesting sightings should be reported to Ted McDonald (885-

4764) or Norma Wallace (885-5552).  Correspondence for WBFN should be addressed to: "The Willow Beach 

Field Naturalists, P.O. Box 421, Port  Hope, ON  L1A 3W4." 
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Coming Events - cont’d. 

•Friday, May 26, 6:30 p.m.: Annual Willow Beach Outing. Follow Lakeshore Rd. west from 

Port Hope to Willow Beach Rd. Turn south on Willow Beach Rd. and meet near the barn. 

Phone Alison Elliott (905) 797-1123 for more information or to arrange car pooling. 

•Saturday, May 27 Mt. Ararat - A Natural History Tour of Former Catherine Parr Trail Land, 

1 - 4 p.m. Now Owned by WBFN Members Sharon Keogh & David Acomba. Meet at Highway 

45/401 commuter parking lot at 12:30 or call Alison Elliott (905)797-1123 for information. 

•Saturday, June 10 Algonquin Park - If Not January, Why Not June? 6 a.m. - ? A second shot 

at Algonquin during 2000, this time in search of breeding birds and hopefully not too many 

blackflies. Meet at Highway 28/401 commuter parking lot (across from Arby's) at 6 a.m. or call 

Alison Elliott (905)797-1123 for information. 
 

•Monday, June 12, 6:30 p.m.: Annual Bluebird and Whip-poor-will walk with Hazel Bird 

•June 17 and 18: Northumberland Breeding Bird Count. Contact Roger Frost, 885-9615, 

ekrf@eagle.ca for more information. 

 

YOUNG NATURALISTS 
6-12 years 

The Cobourg Public Library 
in conjunction with 

Alison Elliott 
Ganaraska Forest Centre 

presents 

 

“Frogs and Salamanders” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, May 16 

4:00-4:45 p.m. 
 

Activities - Books - Pictures - and More! 

All about amphibians 

 

Call 372-9271 to reserve a spot 

OOPS! 
Two errors crept into the March 2000 issue of 

The Curlew in the Bluebird Report: 

•Colin Jones was omitted from the list of 

volunteers who drove Hazel around for checking 

rounds. Colin helped on 4 occasions. 

•p. 5 - Should have read ... “the shed skin of a 

Hog-nosed Snake - complete and in perfect 

condition, from the pointed, upturned snout,”... 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 
We are sorry to report that our Secretary, Mary 

Lou Adams has found it necessary to step down 

for the time being due to ill health. Nancy 

Stopps has graciously agreed to step into this 

position (again) until such time as Mary Lou is 

able to resume this post. 

NORTHUMBERLAND’S EARTH DAY 2000 

Saturday, April 22 

Ganaraska Hiking Trail Hike, 9:30-1:30 

Memorial Park Celebrations, 12 noon - 1:30 

Displays & Demonstrations 10:30-4 - upstairs at 

Herbal & Traditional Healing 

Tree Planting at Ecology Gardens Tree Nursery 

4:00-6:00 

Earth Day Jam, Dance, & Songs 6-11 p.m. 

upstairs at Broghans Lane 

Phone 905-885-5396 for more information 
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NOTICE: FOR YOUNG NATURALISTS 
  

Federation of Ontario Naturalists 

Young Naturalists Junior and Senior Camps 
 

The Willow Beach Field Naturalists (WBFN) plan to sponsor a young person, aged 10 to 12 to The 

Federation of Ontario Naturalists (FON) Young Naturalists Junior camp to be held July 22 – 30, 2000. 

Also, for the first time, a young person, aged 13 – 15, will be funded for the Young Naturalists Senior 

camp to be held July 26 – August 6, 2000. This camp will be funded by the Ruth Mallory Wilson Scholarship 

administered by the FON on behalf of Willow Beach.  

Applicants aged 10 to 15 years who have been recommended by the Laurie Lawson Outdoor Education 

Centre staff, and children or grandchildren of WBFN members are invited to apply. If you are interested in 

natural history and have a keen desire to learn more about nature as well as experience outdoor recreational 

activities with other young people of the same age from across the province, obtain and complete the 

appropriate application form and return to: 
 

Audrey Wilson 

WBFN Director 

1010 Ontario Street 

COBOURG, Ontario 

K9A 3C7 
 

Deadline for receipt of application:  May 6, 2000 
 

To Obtain an Application Contact 
 

 In Cobourg: In Port Hope: 

 Audrey Wilson Elizabeth Kellogg 

 1010 Ontario Street 14 Durham Street  

 COBOURG, Ontario PORT HOPE, Ontario 

 K9A 3C7 L1A 1G7 

 Phone:  372-3937 Phone:  885-9615 
 

About the Camp: 
 

1. Young Naturalists Camp ’00 – will be held at the Leslie M. Frost Natural Resources Centre, Minden, 

Ontario, an excellent location for a variety of wildlife and habitats. 

 The Junior campers will investigate the mysteries of a 2,000-year-old bog; will go “high tech” while 

learning about birds on the computer and then test their skills in the wild. They will enjoy canoeing, 

swimming, crafts and campfires. 

 The Senior campers will explore Ontario’s wild places by canoe. They will learn canoe rescue, wilderness 

survival techniques and native spirituality. They will acquire canoe-tripping skills such as map reading and 

menu planning. 

2. The entire fee ($485 for the Junior Camp and $700 for the Senior camp) will be funded by Willow Beach 

Field Naturalists or by the Ruth Mallory Wilson Scholarship fund. This covers all meals from arrival to 

departure, accommodation, leadership, instructional material and off-site trips. It is the parent’s 

responsibility to arrange travel to and from camp. Applications will be dealt with by a WBFN selection 

committee. One camper will be selected for each camp. Call 372-3937 if more information is required. 
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Winter Star Gazing 
by Calla, Camille and Terry Stopps 

The call went out. "It's clear, it's a weekend, 

the moon will rise late and I have nothing better 

to do than gaze at the stars. Can you come?" 

After many delays due to cloud, the Willow 

Beach Field Naturalists -- Young Naturalists' 

Outing to checkout winter stars, was about to 

take place. It was Saturday March 25, 2000 and 

the sky was clear and the weather warm (for 

early spring). Three young naturalists and three 

adults got together with a scope, pair of 

binoculars and 12 naked eyes. Amateur 

astronomer, Terry Stopps was the guide. 

Our evening started out constructing a 

working model of the sky where Calla was the 

sun, Camille was the constellation Scorpio and 

Helen was the hunter Orion. Terry was the 

earth. We discovered that Orion and the 

scorpion were never in the night sky at the same 

time. Legend has it that these enemies will 

chase each other, throughout eternity. 

Before heading out, we consulted our star 

charts. The star charts showed us where and 

how to find winter constellations. To use a star 

chart, you hold it over your head facing in a 

direction that matches the compass marking on 

the chart. We lined up, looking south with our 

charts held overhead. 

Before us on the chart was the constellation 

Orion. His three 

belt stars showed 

the way to the 

other winter 

constellations. 

Following the 

line of the belt 

stars down and 

to the east, we 

would find the 

brightest star in 

the sky. Its name 

was Sirius, 

called the dog 

star because it 

was the primary 

star of the 

constellation 

Canis Major -- 

the Big Dog. 

Following the 

line of the belt 

stars up and to 

the west, we 

should find a red 

giant star called 

Aldebaran, in the 

constellation 
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Taurus -- the Bull. Continuing along the line we 

saw that we should next find the star group 

Pleiades, also known as the Seven Sisters. 

Legend tells that Taurus was protecting the 

sisters from the wild hunter. We also learned 

that the Pleiades are a star nursery or area of 

stellar dust, where new stars are born. 

With preparations complete and equipment 

in hand, we 

were ready to 

head out. We 

drove to 

Cobourg's West 

Beach and saw 

the southern sky 

laid out before 

our eyes.  We 

could 

immediately see 

the constellation 

Orion, with his 

shining belt and 

bright red giant 

star (named 

Betelgeuse and 

pronounced 

‘beetle juice').  

The bright star 

Sirius was also 

very easy to 

spot. 

Next we noticed that there were two star-

like objects in the western sky that were 

brighter than Sirius. But, how could that be? We 

figured these objects must be planets. Using the 

scope and binoculars, focussed on the brighter 

planet (Jupiter), we saw three moons lined up 

on one side and one moon on the other of the 

planet. Focussing with the scope on the other 

planet, we could tell that it was not round and 

reasoned that this was Saturn, with its rings 

giving it an oval shape. 

One of the adults (Audrey Wilson) recalled 

a story that Canadian native peoples used a pair 

of stars in the handle of the Big Dipper as a test 

of eyesight. It was said that one star was bright 

and the other dull. We all looked at the last star 

of the handle. The children saw two stars; 

however, none of the adults could see both. 

Using either the binoculars or scope, both stars 

could easily be seen. 

Following our outing Audrey proved again 

to be very valuable ... identifying a local fast-

food outlet that had 25¢ sundaes and 

milkshakes. We ended our wonderful outing 

replenishing the calories lost to the cool night 

air. 

 WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
Marian Boys, Colbourne 

Mary Edwards, Cobourg 

John and Hazel Lyons, Baltimore 

Kat Rudert, Peterborough 

Bob and Allison Reid, Grafton 

Ruth and Dan Taylor and Family, Welcome 

BAILLIE BIRDATHON 2000 
 

John Geale, David Geale, A.K. Sculthorpe 

and Ian Tate are each planning to do a Baillie 

Birdathon in May 2000 in support of the 

Willow Beach Field Naturalists Club. These 

enthusiastic birders will count all the species of  

birds which they encounter in one 24-hour 

period during the month of May. They will be 

soliciting sponsors for this enterprise, either at 

so much per species or a flat donation. Please 

consider sponsoring one of these people. 

If any other members wish to participate by 

doing a birdathon of their own, please contact 

President Bob Short, 885-1420, for more 

information. 

The Baillie Birdathon is organized by Bird 

Studies Canada to support work in bird 

conservation. A portion of the money raised 

locally will come to the WBFN for our own 

club projects. 
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Geese, Goldeneye, and Grebe: A Local Waterfowl Outing 
by Alison Elliott  

April Fool's Day is renowned for its pranks, 

but nine WBFN members didn't have to be fooled 

into enjoying a beautiful day in pursuit of 

feathered friends on Saturday, April 1, 2000. Jim 

and Pauline Graham, Bob and Marilyn Harris, 

Roger Frost and Elizabeth Kellogg, Simone 

Mérey, Ann Tesluk, and Alison Elliott met at the 

Garden Hill Conservation Area at 10 a.m. to seek 

out whatever waterfowl had not already left for the 

north (or stopped off to wow people at the 

Presqu'ile Waterfowl Festival!).  

The honking of geese was audible from the 

parking lot and upon walking back through the 

cedar grove to the abandoned parking area 

Bufflehead, Common Merganser, and hundreds of 

Canada Geese were visible through the trees, 

resting or feeding on the water. With scopes set up 

it wasn't long before other species came into view: 

Female Hooded Merganser, Ring-necked Duck, 

Black Duck, Mallard, Green-winged Teal, and the 

lone Mute Swan whose mate was killed on the 

road a number of years ago. Simone Merey 

described it best in sighing "I could watch Green-

winged Teal all day!!" The air was filled with the 

sounds of splashing from bathing birds, honks 

from incoming geese, and a variety of terrestrial 

arrivals including Tree Swallow, Red-winged 

Blackbird, Belted Kingfisher, Blue Jay, and 

Common Grackle. A Turkey Vulture cast its 

shadow over us several times as it perused the 

area, and Ring-billed Gulls were seen amongst the 

geese as well.  

Heading south from Garden Hill on Mill St. 

hundreds of Canada Geese were hard to pick out 

among last year's corn stubble on the west side of 

the road. Gray's pond on the corner of the 7th Line 

was overflowing with geese, but not a duck to be 

found.  

Further east on the 7th Line of Hope we set our 

sights on a wonderful little swampy area on the 

north side between Grist Mill Road and Campbell 

Road. Wet all year long, it is home to a variety of 

wildlife not the least of which is a variety of 

amphibian species. With Jon Ben-Oliel's talk of 

the night before fresh in our minds, we were 

pleased to identify dozens of Spring Peepers, 

Chorus, and Wood Frogs filling our ears with 

song. Crossing our fingers in hopes of spotting a 

Wood Duck or two, we waited with Song 

Sparrows fluttering about and a Red-tailed Hawk 

soaring high above. Our patience was rewarded 

as several Wood Ducks were viewed swimming 

well back off the road among the submerged tree 

trunks. Three drakes and one hen eventually took 

flight towards the southwest.  

Before heading into Port Hope a brief stop 

was made at Fudges Mill Pond on Grist Mill 

Road just south of County Road 9. Many of the 

birds were well back on the pond and only able 

to be viewed from the road. These included: 

Mallards, Ring-necked Duck, Common 

Merganser, and Canada Geese. A couple of 

lucky people even managed a quick peek inside 

the still-operating mill which is open most 

weekends.  

After a re-grouping and re-vitalizing lunch 

stop at the Gazebo on the Waterfront Trail in 

Port Hope, we headed towards Gages Creek, 

stopping briefly at the Water Treatment Pond 

where four Bufflehead were passing the day. The 

lake and river at Gages Creek proved to be low 

on waterfowl, but at least one Double-crested 

Cormorant was observed flying by, 

characteristically low above the water.  

Cobourg Harbour was the next stop of the 

afternoon. Over a dozen Oldsquaw, some still in 

winter plumage, were busy diving. Mallard, 

Canada Geese, and Bufflehead were also 

swimming about, but it was a Common Loon 

that Roger Frost identified flying overhead that 

caught everybody's attention. For most of us that 

was the first loon of the season.  

With the sky clouding over and the breeze 

feeling a bit raw, it was decided to head to our 
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last viewing spot. An early-morning call 

from Lori Wensley had alerted us to a raft of 

White-winged Scoters on the lake just off her 

Lakeshore Dr. home. We hadn't even got past 

the Harbour though when a Lesser Scaup 

was observed, seemingly invisible amongst 

the Oldsquaw. Discussions ensued as to the 

distinguishing features of Lesser versus 

Greater Scaup, but were interrupted by a call 

from Roger Frost, "there's a Grebe!" Sure 

enough, a lone Horned Grebe was swimming 

about a few metres from shore. 

Our last stop of the day gave us a few 

more species from the vantage point of the 

Wensley's backyard. No scoters were to be 

seen, but many Bufflehead were riding the 

lake swells, and a number of Common 

Goldeneye and Red-breasted Merganser 

topped the trip off. In the words of Roger 

Frost it was a "three merganser day". It was 

also a great day to remember the bounty of 

birds in our own backyard. 

RECENT OBSERVATIONS  
compiled by Ted McDonald 

Species Date No. Location Observer 

Pied-billed Grebe Feb. 28 1 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Horned Grebe March 10/12 1/4 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

Red-necked Grebe March 22/31 20/16 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Double-crested Cormorant March 30 3 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Black-crowned Night Heron March 7 2 Dorset St.W., PH DSv 

Turkey Vulture March 12 4 Barrie Rd., Hope Twp. EK, RF 

Snow Goose (blue) March 11-18 1 Garden Hill Pond RF, EK, M.Obs. 

Canada Goose March 6 654 over Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

 March 11 1800 Garden Hill Pond RF, M.Obs. 

Mute Swan Feb. 21/23 2/3 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

 March 9 4 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

Tundra Swan March 11/18 2/7 Garden Hill Pond RF 

 March 16 2 over Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Wood Duck March 4/7-8 2 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. CEG, LW 

Gadwall Feb. 28/March 15 3 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Northern Pintail Feb. 24/March 20 4/18 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Green-winged Teal March 9 2 Lake St. marsh, PH ERM 

Canvasback Feb. 22 26 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

 Feb. 27 2 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Redhead Feb. 26/Mar. 1-3 7/5 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

 March 4 20 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Ring-necked Duck Feb. 27/29 1/4 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

 March 21 40 Garden Hill Pond RF 

 March 27 12 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Greater Scaup March 15 11 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

Lesser Scaup March 5 4 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

White-winged Scoter Feb. 9/23/Mar.4 1/7/4 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Black Scoter March 11 11 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

Oldsquaw Feb. 22 87 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 
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Observations - cont’d. 

Observers: 

EB=E. Bahr; GMCD=Geoff Dale; RF=Roger Frost; CEG=Clive Goodwin; AG=Adrian Greenwood; CJ=Colin Jones; 

CaJ=Carol Jones; TJ=Trevor Jones; EK=Elizabeth Kellogg; RL=Rod Lee; PM=Peggy McCarthy; ERM=Ted McDonald; 

AM=Andy McLauchlan; SM=Simone Mérey; M.Obs.=Many Observers; DSv=Daphne Svenningson; LW=Lori Wensley; 

Species Date No. Location Observer 

Hooded Merganser March7/8 4 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

 March 13 8 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

 March 15 10 Port Hope Conservation Area RL 

Common Merganser March 9 17 off Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

Red-breasted Merganser March1-15 342 steady flight off Cobourg LW 

Sharp-shinned Hawk March 4/6 1 Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

Northern Goshawk Feb. 22 1 Cobourg Harbour area CEG 

American Kestrel March 18 2 Dale Rd. at Ganaraska River DSv 

Merlin Feb. 26 1 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Killdeer Feb. 26 5 Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

American Woodcock March 10 1 Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

 March 26 4 Lake St. Trail, PH SM 

Bonaparte’s Gull March 31 1 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Ring-billed Gull Feb. 26 5000 flying east, Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Iceland Gull March 4 1 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Feb. 2-20/March 20 1 Cobourg Harbour CEG` 

Great Horned Owl Feb. 17Mar.26 1 Gage’s Creek area PM/SM 

 March 1-7 2 Lakeshore Rd., PH M.Obx. 

 March 12 1 Bagot St., Cob. CaJ, TJ 

Short-eared Owl March 30 1 Cold Springs area AG 

Red-bellied Woodpecker Feb. 12 1 McEwen Rd., Cob. LW 

Tree Swallow March 28 30 Gage’s Creek mouth, PH EB 

Common Raven March 11 2 Northumberland Forest RF 

Brown Creeper Apr. 3 1 Union Cemetery, PH AM 

Golden-crowned Kinglet March 15 4 Port Hope Conservation Area RL 

Eastern Bluebird March 4 3 Cavan Rd., Bewdley DSv 

 March 7 2 Port Britain area RL 

Bohemian Waxwing March 21 60 Deblaquire St., PH GMCD 

Cedar Waxwing Feb. 29 185 Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

Chipping Sparrow March 7 4 Port Britain area RL 

Savannah Sparrow March 7 1 Haskill farm, Hope Twp. RL 

Song Sparrow March 7 1 Port Britain area RL 

White-throated Sparrow March 21 1 Deblaquire St., PH GMCD 

Dark-eyed Junco March 15 11 Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

Snow Bunting March 13 1000 Perrytown area ERM 

 March 20 1 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Eastern Meadowlark March 26 4 Choate Rd., PH SM 

Rusty Blackbird March 12 1 Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

Brown-headed Cowbird March 12 10 Lakeshore Rd., Cob. LW 

Evening Grosbeak March 25 10 County Rd. 9 & Harwood Rd. CJ 


