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COMING EVENTS 
 

 

●Friday, November 28, 2014, 7:30 p.m. -  Cobourg Public Library, 200 Ontario St., Cobourg 

Speaker: Richard Aaron; Topic: From Earthstars to Destroying Angels: A look at Some Fascinating 

Fungi. Southern Ontario has a rich diversity of mushrooms and other fungi.  Richard’s illustrated lecture 

will reveal their unseen beauty and life histories, accompanied by many an entertaining anecdote.  There 

will also be a number of slime mould specimens on hand for examination up close. 

 

Christmas Bird Counts 

●Presqu’ile-Brighton, Sunday, December 14, 2014. Compiler is Maureen Riggs, 613-475-3604, 

mriggs@sympatico.ca 

●Port Hope-Cobourg, Saturday, December 20, 2014. Compiler is Roger Frost, 905-885-9615,  

ekrf@eagle.ca 

●Rice Lake Plains, Thursday, January 1, 2015. Compiler is Roger Frost, 905-885-9615, ekrf@eagle.ca 

Christmas Bird Counts are held in a specific geographic area. Those living within the count circle are 

always invited to record birds visiting their feeders and contact the compilers with their list. They should 

check to make sure that they live within the count circle.  

 

●Sunday, January 18, 2015 - Outing - Bird Feeder Tour in the area of Northumberland Forest. 

Leader: Elizabeth Kellogg. We’ll try to see a variety of finches which seem to be coming south this year. 

Morning will end with soup to warm us. Meet at car pool lot at Hwy. 401 and 45 at 9 a.m. 

 

●Friday, January 30, 2015, 7:30 p.m. - Cobourg Public Library, 200 Ontario St., Cobourg 

 Speaker: Don McLeod; Topic: Mammal Tracks and Signs, an illustrated presentation. 

 

More details of talks and outings will be in future issues of the Curlew and on the web site., 

www.willowbeachfieldnaturalists.org and on Facebook 

mailto:ekrf@eagle.ca
mailto:ekrf@eagle.ca
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After years as our much-esteemed web-

master, Bruce Parker has decided to step back 

from these duties next year. In preparation for 

this, he has asked John Draper, of Cobourg In-

ternet, who has assisted him over the years, to 

update the website to a “Content Managed 

Site”. The changeover is in progress, and we 

hope to have something to show you in the next 

couple of months. 

Are you on Facebook? Well, we are too, 

but you may not know that. Several years ago, 

former president Tim Tottenham asked his son 

Scott to set up a Facebook page for the club. 

This he did, but unfortunately we didn’t pro-

mote it, and it has pretty much languished in 

obscurity, although a few determined members 

did locate it. Well, we want to give it another 

shot – Scott has handed the administration du-

ties over to the club, and we’d like to invite 

WBFN’s Facebook users to request to become 

members of the page (the title is “Willow 

Beach Field Naturalists”). We hope that this 

turns out to be a good way to share sightings, 

photos and notices with other club members. 

And, subject to final board approval, we 

hope to provide you with an online method of 

making donations to the club. We are looking 

at joining CanadaHelps.org; many of our sister 

non-profits use this organization to provide an 

affordable, easy-to-use way to donate (or pay 

memberships) using credit or debit cards. Links 

to this site would be placed on our web page, 

and charitable donation receipts would be is-

sued immediately. We think this offers the po-

tential of both lessening the work load on our 

Treasurer, and hopefully increasing the number 

of donations we receive (which your club does 

need to do). We think we can have this in place 

before year-end; stay tuned! 

 

Brian Maxwell 

Miscellaneous Notes 

mailto:bmaxwell@cogeco.ca
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WBFN President’s Message 
November 2014 

What is a Club without its Volunteers? I 

think the answer is obvious. What is not obvi-

ous is how much volunteers are an integral 

part of any organization. Willow Beach Field 

Naturalists have had 61 years of community 

involvement with volunteers that have gone 

over and beyond the norm. This speaks vol-

umes for the length of time the Club has been 

in existence. 

Imagine, if one day, all volunteers simp-

ly didn’t show up! What would our communi-

ty, parks, schools, libraries and places of wor-

ship look like? What basic needs would go 

unmet? What opportunities to grow, learn and 

thrive as a society would be lost? The truth is, 

you likely cross paths with a volunteer at least 

once if not several times a day, no matter 

where you are in the world. 

As many organizations experience the 

ebb and flow of bountiful and lean years, we 

are in an era of decline in our membership – 

many due to the age of our group. Volunteers 

have come and gone, but without new mem-

bers with a belief in what we stand for and 

what we do in the community – especially a 

younger group of people – we just become 

common place and may eventually disappear. 

Too many people have worked hard to main-

tain this Club and it is my hope that we will 

continue to prosper. 

Which brings me to my appeal to you - 

the general membership and new readers of 

the Curlew. We all know someone who would 

like to get involved in something, to feel a part 

of something, to contribute to something 

worthwhile. I believe WBFN is worthwhile.  

Won’t you consider helping? 

February 27, 2015 is our annual general 

meeting in which we report back to our mem-

bership of the worthwhile things we were in-

volved in and the support that was given to 

our birders – especially the bird counts and 

leaders of outings. Positions open up that re-

quire some dedication, but rest assured, the 

Club is only as strong as its team of volun-

teers. We all work well together for the com-

mon good. You will notice further along in the 

Curlew the announcement for candidates for 

election for a term of two years, along with a 

nomination form. Please consider volunteer-

ing or nominating a friend.  

February is only a skip and a hop away, 

with lots of interesting things happening until 

then, such as preparation for the Silent Auc-

tion, the proceeds of which support our schol-

arship fund. Volunteers are needed to solicit 

services and articles for bids, and if you have 

something in excellent condition you wish to 

part with and feel it would add to the Club’s 

auction, please email me and I will make ar-

rangements to pick it up 

(windsong0@hotmail.com).  

In closing, it is my privilege to an-

nounce the winner of the Sealed Bid Auction 

which took place between October 14-30. A 

framed print of Robert Bateman’s “Roadside 

Tapestry” was displayed at the Cobourg Pub-

lic Library which was valued at $400 – it was 

kindly donated to the Club. The Winner was 

Jane McGrath of Cobourg, and I suspect she 

will enjoy displaying it. 

Since the Curlew will not be published 

in December, I bid you a safe holiday season 

until the Curlew is once again published in 

January. 

 

Petra Hartwig 

President 

mailto:windsong0@hotmail.com
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Jane McGrath of Cobourg 

was the successful bidder 

for the Robert Bateman 

print, “Roadside Tapestry”. 

She is pictured at left when 

she collected the print from 

President Petra. Jane’s 

smile speaks to how much 

she will enjoy the picture. 

Presqui’le with David Bree 
 

On Saturday, July 12th, 10 Willow Beach mem-

bers joined David Bree in Presqu’ile Provincial 

Park for a morning walk focused on butterflies, 

dragonflies and damselflies, with an emphasis 

on the dragonflies. David went over the life cy-

cle of the dragonflies and then captured a num-

ber of different species to show us some of the 

important points using a hand magnifying 

lens…we now know how to determine the sex 

of a dragonfly! It was also encouraging to see 

that the Monarch butterfly is more prevalent this 

year than last. 

 

Many thanks to David for a very interesting and 

informative outing. 

Peter’s Woods with Bill Newell 
 

The weather on August 10th was perfect for a 

walk in the woods and 34 people came out to 

participate in Bill Newell’s walk in Peter’s 

Woods. Bill showed us how to identify many 

of the trees as well as their characteristics and 

uses. Given that 34 people were in attendance 

there were many questions and Bill patiently 

answered them all. I’m sure that we all came 

away with a much better appreciation of the 

richness provided by our forests.  

 

Many thanks, Bill 

Outings Reports 
Bob Short 
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The Willow Beach Field Naturalists Club is seeking nominations for several openings on 

the Executive Board, to be voted on by the membership at the Annual General Meeting on Feb-

ruary 27, 2015. 

The Executive of WBFN consists of six (6) positions: Past President, President, 1st Vice 

President, 2nd Vice President, Secretary, & Treasurer. The Board is made of six (6) Directors-at-

large. Each position on the Executive Board is elected by the membership and has a duration of 

2 years. 

At the coming AGM, we will be electing 3 directors, a President and 2 Vice-Presidents for 

the term from March 2015 to February 2017.Your nominations committee currently has identi-

fied 2 candidates willing to stand for Director (Bill Newell & Gina Brouwer), as well as a candi-

date for President (Brian Maxwell). 

We need: 

•Director – at least 1 more nominee 

•1st Vice-President 

•2nd Vice-President 

Feel free to contact any member of the Executive Board for more information about what 

these jobs entail. Lists of nominees will be posted on the website as time permits. We will also 

have this information available at the monthly meetings prior to the AGM. 

To nominate someone for an Executive or Director’s position, confirm with your nominee 

that they will accept the nomination, and email your nomination to the Secretary 

(enichols@bell.net) as soon as possible. There will also be an opportunity to take Nominations 

from the floor at the AGM. 

Members are highly encouraged to attend the AGM, as we need a quorum of at least 25 

members in order for the voting to proceed. Don’t forget that we also have our silent auction, 

and a great speaker. 

Your existing 2014 Executive and Board of Directors are: 

Past President ................. *Vacant 

President ........................ *Petra Hartwig 

1st Vice President ........... *Brian Maxwell 

2nd Vice President .......... *Gina Brouwer 

Secretary ........................ Eva Nichols  

Treasurer ........................ David O’Dell 

Directors: ....................... *Barry Robinson 

 ....................................... *Bill Newell  

 ....................................... *Pam Lancaster 

Nominations for the WBFN Executive Board for 2015 Nominations for the WBFN Executive Board for 2015 

Correction: Apologies to Brian Maxwell who was 

not credited as the author of the Outing Report (visit 

to Laurie Lawson Centre) in October’s Curlew. 

mailto:enichols@bell.net
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On Saturday, Sept. 20th approximately 

360 visitors visited the Alderville Black Oak 

Savanna for our 7th Annual Prairie Day. This 

day was a celebration of the remnant tall grass 

prairie and savanna ecosystems.  These rare 

ecosystems are supported by the Rice Lake 

Plains Joint Initiative (RLPJI) who are a multi-

partner conservation and stewardship project 

committed to its restoration since 2002. Spon-

sored by the Friends of the Greenbelt, the day 

was filled with many activities, tours, displays, 

music and entertainment. Fun for the whole 

family, students and field naturalists alike, the 

day started off in the early 

morning with bird band-

ing. Elizabeth Kellogg and 

Roger Frost from the Wil-

low Beach Field Natural-

ists (a RLPJI partner) were 

assisted in banding 9 spe-

cies of birds for a total of 

41 birds. 

 

 

Interactive displays includ-

ed traditional practices of wild rice harvesting 

with Jeff Beaver, having many volunteers 

parching, dancing, winnowing, and asking 

questions 

about gath-

ering, 

planting, 

and bene-

fits of wild 

rice.  Rick 

Beaver, the 

Research 

and Resto-

ration Co-

ordinator at 

the Alderville Black Oak Savanna, guided a 

tour on the traditional uses of prairie and savan-

na plants. 

The Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre, a 

SEVENTH ANNUAL PRAIRIE DAY 

registered charity that provides outreach, edu-

cation, and conservation initiatives, introduced 

curious onlookers to a snapping turtle.  Visitors 

left with a deeper concern for turtles, with 7 of 

the 8 species of On-

tario’s turtle listed 

as a species at risk. 

 

 

The Lone Pine Marsh Sanctuary (a 

RLPJI partner) described that Prairie Day was 

an opportunity to provide visitors with basic 

information on land trusts, providing infor-

mation on outdoor recreational activities avail-

able on the conservation lands, and a great op-

portunity for partners to raise awareness in 

what they do. In addition to on-going activities, 

a short bus trip took nature enthusiasts to Hazel 

Bird Nature Reserve, a Nature Conservancy of 

Canada property.  The Nature Conservancy of 

Canada, a private land conservation organiza-

tion, is a key founder in the Rice Lake Plains 

Joint Initiative. 

Entertainers included Waaban (a hand 

drumming duo of Jordan Mowat and Nathalie 

Restoule), Cale Crowe, Ken Whiteley, the 

Barnburners, and Chad Solomon (with his pup-

pet show Rabbit and Bear Paws).  This exciting 

day seemed to pass quickly! 

The 2014 Prairie Day was a tremendous 

success. Thanks to all the entertainers, present-

ers, tour leaders, organizers and volunteers for 

a great day. We look forward to seeing you at 

next year’s Prairie Day! 

 

Becky Lyon 

Outreach Coordinator 

Rice Lake Plains Joint Initiative 

Ruby-Crowned Kinglet banded at 

Prairie Day. Photo: Carolyn Smoke 

Right: 

Parching 

the rice. 

Photo: 

Peter 

Brother-

hood 

Snapping Turtle 

brought by Kawarth 

Turtle Trauma Cen-

tre. Photo: Peter 

Brotherhood 



The Curlew, Vol. LIX No. 8 7                                                              November 2014  

 

2014 Rice Lake Plains Butterfly Count 
Roger Frost 

The second annual Rice Lake Plains But-

terfly count was held on June 21, 2014. This 

count was organized by Val Deziel and Todd 

Farrell of the Nature Conservancy of Canada. 

A butterfly count works much the same way as 

a bird count. In fact, the circle covered by this 

count is almost identical to the Northumber-

land Summer Bird Count’s circle. Of course, 

on a butterfly count you are counting butter-

flies, not birds. Butterfly counting has its ad-

vantages. Since butterflies like sunny warm 

weather, they are seldom very active before 

mid-morning or after mid-afternoon. No get-

ting up with the birds for butterfly counters. 

Unfortunately, if the weather is cold, cloudy or 

rainy, it is not good for butterflies. The 2013 

count was cancelled due to rainy weather. 

For the 2014 count, all the participants 

met at the Alderville Black Oak Savanna Na-

ture Centre at 8:30 a.m. Here, we were as-

signed our area to cover, as well as to our 

teams. By 10:00, we were in the field counting 

butterflies. Luckily, it was an excellent day for 

butterflies: clear, warm with only a light 

breeze. 

Our team covered Area 5. This is the 

southwest part of the circle and covered the 

area north of Grafton to the Centreton Road. 

Due to the limited amount of time, we were 

able to cover only a small part of this area. 

Still, we managed to find 24 species of butter-

flies, including more Silver-spotted Skippers 

than I had ever seen in one day (70). Our group 

also saw Silver-bordered Fritillary, Arctic 

Skipper and Bronzed Copper. 

By 3:30, all the groups had reconvened 

at ABOS to tally up the list and have a feast 

of chili and bannock. Altogether, there were 

38 species of butterflies counted that day. 

Some of the more interesting ones were 

American Copper, Tawny Crescent, Mottles 

Duskywing, Peck’s Skipper, Indian Skipper 

and Silvery Checkerspot. It was not a great 

year for migrant butterflies, with only 2 Mon-

archs, 1 Question Mark, 3 American Ladies 

and 28 Red Admirals found. 

No doubt if we had held this count a 

week or two later, many more of the mid-

summer flying species would have been en-

countered. However, if the count was held 

then, it would overlap with several other On-

tario butterfly counts and likely it would lose 

many of the more experienced observers to 

these counts. This count definitely needs more 

observers, as the areas to cover are large and 

difficult to cover adequately with one party. It 

is also a circle well worth covering. The ar-

eas’ remnant prairie and savanna habitats host 

some of the few colonies of the endangered 

Mottled Duskywing in Ontario. With more 

field work in the Rice Lake Plains, who 

knows what other unusual species may be 

found? 

The 2015 count is tentatively slated for 

Sunday, June 21. For more information, con-

tact Val Deziel at 705-749-1806 or 

val.deziel@natureconservancy.ca 

In strong northwesterly winds and near-

freezing temperatures, Richard Pope and I stood on 

the crest of Trent Valley Road just west of Bright-

on, hoping to see eagles – and see them we did!  

The strong NW winds were a good thing, the 

wide panoramic view from our high ground all the 

way down to Lake Ontario was also a good thing, 

but the clear, cloudless, bright blue sky was not. 

Finding black dots in the blue was hard, but losing 

them in this vast, featureless sky-canopy was all 

too easy, and many migrating raptors must have 

(Continued on page 8) 

Eagle-watching in Northumberland, November 2, 2014 
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I’ve had the “Peterson Field Guide to 

the Insects” in my bookcase for several dec-

ades, but must admit I haven’t looked at it 

more than two or three times in all those 

years. Now I’ve been introduced to Kenn 

Kaufman’s “Insects of North America” Field 

Guide and find I’m fascinated. It’s a gem of a 

book, not too big, but lavishly illustrated with 

hundreds of excellent photographs. The text is 

easy to understand and learn from, scientifi-

cally correct, yet well-written, clear, and con-

cise. 

Nearly 90,000 species of insects are 

known to live in North America, so an easily 

portable field guide obviously has to be selec-

tive. The aim of this book is plainly stated to 

cover those insects most likely to be noticed 

by simple, direct observation.  

A very readable introduction covers 

how to find insects, their anatomy and life cy-

cles, their classification and conservation, but 

then you quickly get to a feast of colour and 

diversity as dragonflies are followed by roach-

es and grasshoppers, cicadas and beetles, but-

terflies and wasps and bees and ants. 

How could I have left it so long? Alt-

hough insects occur almost everywhere and, 

Book Review 

The Kaufman Field Guide to Insects of North America 
Eaton, Eric R. and Kenn Kaufman. 2007. Houghton Miflin Company. 

amazingly, make up more than half of all liv-

ing things on this planet, somehow we don’t 

pay most of them much attention, certainly 

not the ones that aren’t pretty. We may ad-

mire beautiful butterflies, but fear and dislike 

many of their uglier relatives, especially the 

biters and stingers. But now that pollution and 

overuse of pesticides are drastically affecting 

pollination of the world’s crops by honeybees, 

and our swallows and swifts and nighthawks 

are disappearing because their insect food is 

disappearing, we are at last paying more at-

tention to this huge, diverse, essential part of 

the animal kingdom.  

I can heartily recommend this “Field 

Guide to Insects of North America”. It should 

be on every naturalist’s bookshelf.  

I must also echo Rod Lee’s enthusiastic 

review from the last Curlew of “The ROM 

Field Guide to the Butterflies of Ontario” by 

Peter W. Hall et al., which is more detailed in 

regard to the butterflies seen in our own area. 

Both these books are easily available 

from Amazon for less than $20 each, or may 

be ordered from local bookstores – excellent 

ideas for Christmas giving or receiving. 

 

- Margaret Bain 

passed us by unseen. 

The first half hour we were there was quiet, 

but as the sun warmed the hillsides, thermal cur-

rents strengthened and the first eagles appeared. In 

the hour between 10.30 and 11.30 we tallied: 

 

•10 Turkey Vultures – all in one loose kettle 

•5 Bald Eagles – all immature 

•A few accipters, none definitely identified to spe-

cies  

•3 adult Red-shouldered Hawks 

•22 Red-tailed Hawks 

(Continued from page 7) •10 Golden Eagles – mostly juveniles, some adults 

 •A few flocks of crows, siskins, and goldfinches 

After this, the flight seemed to stall a bit and 

we left around noon, nearly frozen, but delighted 

with the great views we had had of these magnifi-

cent birds. 

Now, if only there had been a few friendly 

cumulus clouds to highlight the passing raptors… 

Perhaps next time. 

 

- Margaret Bain 
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RECENT SIGHTINGS 

compiled by Roger Frost 

Snow Goose (blue) Oct. 22 1ad off Cobourg west beach MB 

 Oct. 24 2ad Cobourg Harbour m.obs. 

Brant Oct. 20   1 foot of Durham St., Cob. RP 

Cackling Goose Oct. 17 2 Cobourg Harbour KN 

 Oct. 25 4 Garden Hill pond MB 

 Oct. 27 5 Garden Hill pond BW 

Trumpeter Swan Oct. 9 5 Garden Hill pond GMCD 

 Oct. 18 6 Garden Hill pond ERM 

 Nov. 5 1 Lakeshore Rd. w. of Port Hope BE 

Wood Duck Oct. 9 1 Lake St. Marsh, PH GMCD 

 Oct. 18 40 Presqu'ile RDM 

Eurasian X American Wigeon Oct. 8 1m Cobourg Harbour CEG, RP, m.obs. 

American Wigeon Oct. 8 16 Cobourg Harbour CEG, MB 

Northern Shoveler Oct. 14 36 Brighton Sewage Lagoon RDM 

 Oct. 18 1 Garden Hill pond ERM 

Northern Pintail Oct. 8 9 Cobourg Harbour MB 

 Oct. 13 2 Lake St. Marsh, PH EK 

Green-winged Teal Oct. 14 225 Brighton Constructed Wetland RDM 

 Oct. 21 40 Garden Hill pond   RF 

 Oct. 22 140 Brighton Constructed Wetland RDM 

Redhead Oct. 9 3 Lake St. Marsh, PH GMCD 

 Oct. 12 750 Presqu'ile RDM 

 Oct. 28 350 Presqu'ile RDM 

Ring-necked Duck Oct. 21 17 Garden Hill pond RF 

Lesser Scaup Oct. 28 250 Presqu'ile RDM 

Surf Scoter Oct. 21 3 off Lake St., PH RF 

Black Scoter Oct. 21 3 off Lake St., PH RF 

Common Merganser Oct. 25, Nov. 1 65 Presqu'ile, over beach RDM 

Red-breasted Merganser Oct. 17 700+ flying east off Lake St., PH ERM 

Ruddy Duck Oct. 28 8 Presquile - Popham Bay FH, Ontbirds 

Common Loon Oct. 12 425 Presqu'ile - w. of High Bluff RDM 

 Oct. 19 8 off Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Pied-billed Grebe Oct. 7 2 Calnan Rd. pond MB 

 Oct. 18 1 Garden Hill pond ERM 

Horned Grebe Oct. 12 225 Presqu'ile - Popham Bay, w. of High Bluff RDM 

American Bittern Oct. 11 1 Ganaraska Trail, n. of 4th CA 

Great Egret Oct. 18 2 Presqu'ile RDM 

Green Heron Oct. 9 1 Lake St. Marsh, PH GMCD 

Turkey Vulture Oct. 9 102 over Cobourg Conservation Area ERM 

 Oct. 18 250 over Elgin/Ont. St., Cob. RP 

 Oct. 19 334 over Durham St., PH RF 

Bald Eagle Oct. 7 1juv Grafton LB, Weather Network 

 Oct. 24 1 over George St., Brighton RDM 

 Nov. 2 5 Trent Valley Rd., Brighton,  MB, RP 

Sharp-shinned Hawk Oct. 10 18 Lucas Point, Cob CEG 

 Oct. 11 4 Lucas Point, Cob CEG 

 Oct. 19 48 over Durham St., PH RF 

Cooper's Hawk Oct. 9 3 Lake St. Marsh, PH GMCD 

 Oct. 19 10 over Durham St., PH RF 

Northern Goshawk Sept. 27 1 Lucas Point, Cob CEG 

 Oct. 28 1 Haskill Rd., PH Ward 2 PB 
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Red-shouldered Hawk Nov. 2 3ad Trent Valley Rd., Brighton,  MB, RP 

Broad-winged Hawk Oct. 10 1 Lucas Point, Cob CEG 

Red-tailed Hawk Oct. 19 94 over Durham St., PH RF 

Golden Eagle Oct. 5 1 Lake St. Marsh, PH MBi 

 Oct. 24 1 over George St., Brighton RDM 

 Nov. 2 10 Trent Valley Rd., Brighton,  MB, RP 

Peregrine Falcon Sept. 14 1 Gage's Creek, PH CEG 

 Sept. 18 1 Presqu'ile CEG 

 Oct. 5 2ad Presqu'ile RDM 

 Oct. 18 1 Presqu'ile RDM 

American Coot Oct. 18 1 Garden Hill pond ERM 

 Oct. 25, Nov. 1 14 Presqu'ile - causeway RDM 

Sandhill Crane Oct. 22 42 Alderville Black Oak Savanna JM, RB, RO 

 Oct. 23 27 Hwy. 401 & Theatre Rd. RDM 

American Golden Plover Oct. 14 1juv Presqu'ile RDM 

 Oct. 21 1juv Presqu'ile - Gull Island RDM 

 Oct. 22 1juv Cobourg Harbour mudflats MB 

Semipalmated Plover Oct. 10 2 Cobourg Harbour mudflats ERM 

Spotted Sandpiper Oct. 30 1 Cobourg Harbour RL 

Greater Yellowlegs Oct. 21 3 Garden Hill pond RF 

Lesser Yellowlegs Oct. 27 2 Garden Hill pond BW 

Hudsonian Godwit Oct. 12-18 1 Presqu'ile - off Owen Pt. RDM 

Semipalmated Sandpiper Oct. 12-15 1 foot of D'Arcy St., Cob. MB-N 

 Oct. 18 1 Presqu'ile RDM 

White-rumped Sandpiper Oct. 30 2 Presqu'ile FH, Ontbirds 

Baird's Sandpiper Oct. 5 1juv Presqu'ile RDM 

Pectoral Sandpiper Oct. 21 1 Cobourg Harbour mudflats MB 

 Oct. 21 7 Garden Hill pond RF 

 Oct. 25, Nov. 1 3 Garden Hill pond mudflats MB 

Wilson's Snipe Nov. 1 1 Garden Hill pond mudflats MB 

Bonaparte's Gull Oct. 22 350 Brighton Constructed Wetland RDM 

Little Gull Oct. 23 1 Presqu'ile FH, Ontbirds 

Lesser Black-backed Gull Oct. 14 1 Presqu'ile - Sebastopol Pt. RDM 

Parasitic Jaeger Oct. 14 1 Presqu'ile - off Beach 2 RDM 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo Oct. 5 1 Presqu'ile RDM 

Eastern Screech-Owl Oct. 2 1 6th Line, Hamilton Twp. JGe  

 Oct. 29 1 Presqu'ile FH, Ontbirds 

Barred Owl Oct. 23 1 George St., Brighton, yard RDM 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird Oct. 3 1 Wesleyville yard - last date PB 

Red-headed Woodpecker Sept. 14 1 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

 Oct. 15 2 Lakeshore Rd. s. of Grafton MB 

Red-bellied Woodpecker Oct. 3 3 Wesleyville yard   PB 

Black-backed Woodpecker Nov. 3 1 Bowmanton Rd., North. Forest BW 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher Oct. 10 1 Presqu'ile - lighthouse FH, Ontbirds 

Northern Shrike Oct. 23 1 Grist Mill Rd., PH Ward 2 BW 

Blue-headed Vireo Oct. 28 1 Presqu'ile - nr. Park Store RDM 

Philadelphia Vireo Oct. 9 1 Presqu'ile CEG 

Red-eyed Vireo Oct. 2 1ad Albert St., Cob., backyard MB 

 Oct. 3 1 6th Line, Hamilton Twp. JGe  

Veery Oct. 11 1 1010 Ontario St., Cob. AEW 

Gray-cheeked Thrush Oct. 18 1 Lucas Point, Cob CEG 

Sightings - cont’d. 
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 Sightings - cont’d. 

Observers: CA=Cori Arthur; MB=Margaret Bain; MB-N=Maaike Berg-Nonnekes; MBi=Michael Biggar; 

RB=Rick Beaver; PB=Paul Bridges; LB=Linnil B; GMCD=Geoff Dale; BE=Bill Edmunds; RF=Roger Frost; 

JGe=John Geale; CEG=Clive Goodwin; FH=Fred Helleiner; EK=Elizabeth Kellogg; BK=Barry King; RL=Rob 

Lonsberry; ERM=Ted McDonald; JM=Janine McLeod; RDM=Doug McRae; KN=Ken Niles; RO=Radek Odolcyk; 

Ontbirds=listserv of Ontario Field Ornithologists; DP=Deb Panko; RP=Richard Pope; BW=Ben Walters; 

AEW=Audrey Wilson.. 

Lapland Longspur Oct. 13 1 Macklin Rd., Alnwick/Haldimand RF 

 Oct. 19-24 1 Cobourg Harbour west headland CEG, MB 

Snow Bunting Nov. 2 1 Cobourg Harbour centre pier DP 

Tennessee Warbler Oct. 6 1 Albert St., Cob., backyard MB 

Orange-crowned Warbler Sept. 3 1 Lucas Point, Cob CEG 

 Oct. 13 1 Roseneath area RF 

 Oct. 19 1 Durham St., PH RF 

Northern Parula Oct. 9 1 Presqu'ile CEG 

Yellow Warbler Sept. 14 1 Cobourg Harbour CEG 

Blackpoll Warbler Oct. 6 1 Albert St., Cob., backyard MB 

Palm Warbler Oct. 8 1 Albert St., Cob., backyard MB 

Black-throated Green Warbler Oct. 6, 7 1 Albert St., Cob., backyard MB 

 Oct. 28 1 Presqu'ile - nr. Park Store RDM 

Field Sparrow Oct. 20-22 1 Cobourg Harbour west headland MB 

Vesper Sparrow Oct. 10 1 6th Line, Hamilton Twp. JGe  

Fox Sparrow Oct. 23-27 1 Albert St., Cob., backyard MB 

Lincoln's Sparrow Oct. 5 10 Presqu'ile RDM 

 Oct. 21 1 Candlewick woods RF 

Dark-eyed Junco Oct. 26 30 Centennial Dr., PH, feeder ERM 

Eastern Meadowlark Oct. 10 4 Haskill & Lakeshore, PH Ward 2 PB 

 Oct. 11 5 Presqu'ile - over Marsh Boardwalk RDM 

Purple Finch Oct. 9 26 Wesleyville feeder PB 

House Finch Oct. 12 20 Centennial Dr., PH, feeder ERM 

Pine Siskin Oct. 31 47 Albert St., Cob., backyard - high count MB 

Evening Grosbeak Oct. 12 6 Harwood area BK 

 Oct. 21 1 Garden Hill pond RF 

 Oct. 23 8 Grist Mill Rd., PH Ward 2 BW 

 Oct. 24 7 Wesleyville feeder PB 

     
River Otter Oct. 31 3 Calnan Rd. pond, eating fish at edge of 

cattails 
MB 

Butterflies     
Dun Skipper Oct. 22 1 Cobourg Harbour west headland MB 

Painted Lady Oct. 7 2 Candlewick Woods RF 

Northern Crescent Oct. 7 1 Candlewick Woods RF 
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The Curlew is published 8 times per year, January, February, March, April, May, 

September, October and November by the Willow Beach Field Naturalists. 

Membership in WBFN includes a subscription to The Curlew. 

Annual membership fees are: 

 Family - $35     Single - $25      

Cheques for membership should be made out to Willow Beach Field Naturalists and 

sent to: The Treasurer, Willow Beach Field Naturalists, P.O. Box 421, Port Hope, 

ON, L1A 3Z3. A receipt for Income Tax purposes will be provided for your 

membership fee as well as for any donation. Willow Beach Field Naturalists is a 

Registered Charitable organization. 

 

P.O. Box 421 

Port Hope, ON L1A 3Z3 


