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COMING EVENTS

OFriday, May 1, 2015, 7:30 p.m.Cobourg Public Library,
200 Ontario Street, Cobourg

SpeakerMike Burrell ; Topic: eBird: Making Your
Sightings Count

Mike currently works for Long Point Bird Observatory, an:

the Ministry of Natural Resources, and devotes his spare
to Citizen Science projects like eBird which is a +tiake,
online checklist program for reporting and accessing

i nformation about birds.
utility and accessibility of the vast numbers of bird
observations made each year by recreational and profes:
bird watchers

”

O0Sunday, May 3, 2015 International Migratory Bird Day . See page 8.

6 We d nes da'y 2015MapymNature walk at théaurie Lawson Outdoor Education
Centre. Leader:Mark Rupke. Meet at the Education Centre, 8000 Telephone Rd. 1.2 km
of Cty. Rd. 18.

SFri day M 201&.Qutirdy 2o theNorthumberland Forest Carstairs Universal Trail
to view Spring flowers and birds. LeadBwussell Lake Meet at the Hwy. 401 and Cty. Rd. 4
commuter parking lot at 6:30 p.mor. at Carstairs Universal Trail parking lot at 7:00 p.m. Th
parking lot is on the north side of Bowmanton Rd. 0.6 km east of Beagle Club Rd. Optior
afterwards to drive to Beaver Meadow Rd. area to listen for \Wbqgrwills.

(Continued on pagg)
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(Continued from pagg)
O0Sunday, May 24, 2015 Outing to Lost Bay Nature ReserveLeaderRRichard Pope This

was one of the reserves highlighted by Caroline Shultz in her presentation at the AGM. Meet at

the carpool lot at Hwy. 401 and Cty. Rd. 45 at 6:30 a.m. This will be -@awlbuting. Bring
lunch, rain gear and insect repellent. For more information, contact Richard Pope at
rpope@yorku.ca or 90372-4579.

OFriday, May 29, 2015, 7 p.m:Pr e s i d e n-tLdne Pin&/®ardgh.

For carpooling, meet at carpool lot at Cty. Rd. 45 & Hwy. 401 at 6:30 p.m., or meet at the site at

7 p.m. Parking is limited at Lone Pine, so members are encouraged to cBrpamions:
From Cty. Rd. 2bhead east on Cty Rd 21 (Dundonald Rd.) for 1.4 km, then turn north on
Maple Grove Rd. and go for .7 km. The parking area is on the right (easFsata)Cty. Rd.

30, turn west on Cty. Rd. 21 at Hilton. Proceed west for 10.7 km until you reach Maple Grove
Rd. Proceed north on Maple Grove Rd. for .7 km and the parking area is on the right (east side).

O0June 6 and 7, 2015 Northumberland Summer Bird Count. Contact Roger Frost aB865
9615 or ekrf@eagle.ca if you wish to take part.

O0Sunday, June 14, 2015 Butterflies of Seymour Conservation Area, Leader: Roger Frost.
Outing will look for Juniper Hairstreaks, Giant Swallowtails and other butterflies.

More details of talks and outings will be in future issues oimdewand on the web site.,
www.willowbeachfieldnaturalists.org and on Facebook
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The editor is most grateful to those who have contributed to this issue@idriiee. Copy for theMay
2015issue should be received b\ay 1, 2015Rare or interesting sightings should be reported to
Elizabeth Kellogg and Roger Frost at 98859615, ekrf@eagle.ca, or Norma Wallace at 8#5>

5552for the MayCurlew. Correspondence for WBFN should be addressed to: "The Willow Beach Field

Naturalists, P.O. Box 421, Port Hope, ON L1A 3Z3."
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Pr esi
April

As | write this note, spring is in the air,
as is the rain, which should wash away the
vestiges of snow in my yard. Daffodils are
poking through the leaves, the tulips that hg
not become squirrel feed are emerging, and
the scilla that will be soon be forming a carp
of blue are showing the odd bud.

The birds are back, with lots of squab-
bling and clamouring for access to our suet
and competition for nesting space and matg
als becomes intense.

Lotstotalkabout | et 6 s st a
cal environmental victory in which we playe
a small pari the Ontario Municipal Board
has rejected a | andd¢d
mission to build a garbage incinerator in the
rural west end of Port Hope, close to the sc
nic Waterfront Trail. This puts to bed this pd
ticular proposal, and anyone downwind can
breathe a sigh of relief.

Al so in Port Hope
Gina Brouwer made an overview presentati
to the town council on the impact of Emeral
Ash Borer, which is now present in several
locations in the north end of the town. We
hope to raise public awareness of this issu€
and encourage management plans for both
selective tree preservation and for replantin
of native species.

In Cobourg, the proposed Marina Ex-
pansion Plan is once again on the agénda
our Advisory Committee on Natural Spaces
will continue its hard work on this issue, ang
wi || be represented
later this month.

This is an important local isslieve
advocate shared and balanced usage of thi
public space, which will no longer be the ca
if the proposed plan were to be implemente

Also this spring, the Ontario Govern-
ment is rushing through a review of some kg

dent 60s
2015

Message

pieces of environmental legislation, including
aite Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.
The moraine, as you probably know, covers a
veignificant portion of Northumberland County.
We expect to be endor si
eproposals regarding specific changes to this
legislation. For further information on the re-
view process and current legislation, have a
look athttp://www.stormcoalition.org/
ri- On a more positive note, there are lots of
good outings coming upcome on out, and
rptl ewaisten ianvliot-e your
i the event on Wednesday May # the Laurie
Lawson Centre which is kittiendly; as a
rowvheb pswappehdoveeretai aypopee
generations to the beauty of nature.
B And, by the way, do feel free to post
ryour | atest sightings
Facebook page.
Finally, 1611 end
, Hel@ Wan®®nhiebshge. Any subdedsill @dtun-
PReer organization has to continually reinvent
y itself, and we are no different. Quite a few of
our key members are in the process of step-
. ping back from their existing volunteer com-
mitments, so we need some new faces to step
0 up and help keep the club running as well as it
has in the past. The needs are quite vdriéd
you think you could allocate a bit of time to
helping out the club, let a member of the exec-
utive or board knowwe 61 I try to
#ipg that matehgsy yous availabiity @ d intefre
ests. These roles don
of time, and with a small effort from a few
b people, we can take the club in new and inter-
?festing directions.
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Brian Maxwell

by President
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Algonquin Park Outing

On March 20, Katsu Sakuma led a group of 20 of us on a trip to Algonquin Park. We toured the
Logging Museum, a comfortable trail through a wooded area.

Al t hough we didndot see a | arge number of spec
hoped to see. The group had good clagdooks at several Gray Jays. Even the Boreal Chicka-

dees at the Spruce Boardwalk Trail were acting like Bapped Chickadees and coming to

peopl edbs hands for seeds.

Because Katsu works in the park in the fall, he was able to arrange for the group to see the spec-
imen room, with a park staff member.

Don McLeod enhanced our trip with interpretation of the tracks that we were seeing in the
Snow.

For most of us, the highlight of the trip came at the very end, when a Pine Marten posed long
enough to make all the photographers in the group quite happy.

Thanks you to Katsu and Don for making this a terrific day.

Elizabeth Kellogg

WBFN group posed for a group photo along the Spruce Boardwalk Trail.
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Left: The American Marten
(formerly Pine Marten) that posed
obligingly near the suet bird feeder
along the Spruce Boardwalk Trail.

Right: One of several Gray Jays seen on
this trip. All were colour banded as part of
a long term study of Gray Jays in Algon-
quin Park.

Left: The otter slide found along the
Logging Museum Trail.
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http:/AMmww.donaldmcleod.com/
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